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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad…I Thes. 1:8
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BLESSED ANNIVERSARY

In less than a week, on August 31st Malaysia will be celebrating its Golden Anniversary of Independence. 50 years of Merdeka (Freedom) is a very significant milestone in the history of this country. It achieved this from the British Government without a drop of blood shed on its soil so unlike many other countries whose people became martyrs to fight for what they believed in, for their countrymen’s prosperity and for their future posterity. 

That Malaysia with its multi-cultural, multi-ethnic and multi-religious peoples can live in peace with one another for these 50 years is an accomplishment to be proud of, when we take into consideration the thousands who have died from ethnic cleansing, religious persecutions and the millions who have been dislodged from their homes and countries to now live in tents and refugee settlements, homeless and stateless. It just reflects what man can do to his humankind. True Malaysia too has its fair share of pockets of dissent and disenchantment with the government resulting in the notorious racial riots of 1969 and other various religious and human rights conflicts in its history. On the whole, it is a peaceful and prosperous place to live in. Within limitations and restrictions, Christian groups have made progress and have freedom to grow in the country, and the assemblies are no exception. 

Malaysia’s Golden Anniversary Independence Day will be celebrated in a big way with mammoth gatherings and multifarious events planned for the occasion. In fact, its celebration is on-going with the Visit Malaysia Year in 2007 (extended to 2008) and many foreign and domestic tourists are expected to congregate in Dataran Merdeka in Kuala Lumpur, and in all the capital cities in the country for the grand occasion on the important day. Parades will be held, declarations of patriotism will be proclaimed and a cultural mix of shows from the various racial groups will be exhibited to the world. Malaysia will be proudly presented and promoted at its highest and widest level on that day. MERDEKA! 

On October 16, 1997 the first Mission Night was held and in December the first issue of The ECHOS was published. Come October, 28, we are going to hold our 10th Anniversary Mission Night Thanksgiving Service at Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall, because the Burmah Road Gospel Hall premises is under renovation. It will also be the 10th Anniversary of ((((●The ECHOS.

We are not going to celebrate it in a grand manner as our country celebrates its Golden Anniversary. For us it will just be a simple and meaningful Thanksgiving Service to God. Much as we would like to invite the whole country to rejoice with us for this occasion, we have to limit ourselves to our prayer-partners in the Penang and Perak assemblies because of logistics and financial reasons. 

To make it meaningful we are holding a mini-mission seminar the day before, on Saturday, October 27. It will be conducted by Mr. Loh Ah Asiau from Gospel Outreach Worldwide (GOWW). Bro. Loh and his wife were our first Mission Night Guests. Loh spoke on the work in Cambodia and Laos at a special Mission Night arranged on Nov. 19.

We are honoured that both of them have accepted our invitation for them to return and rejoice with us on this special occasion and for Loh to conduct this mission seminar on Saturday. He will also give the Mission Challenge at our Mission Night Thanksgiving Service on Sunday.

By this time all the assemblies in Penang and Perak would have received our posters publicising the Thanksgiving Service and Mission Seminar. On the poster are 8 photos and some prayer-partners may be wondering who they are and why they are there. Well, all of them are “full time” or “part-time” missionaries connected with the assemblies in Penang or directly related to our Mission Night.  They are…

Missionaries commended by assemblies in Penang
KC Ung – commended by Burmah Road Gospel Hall as a Bible teacher to serve in Malaysia & Singapore on Oct. 16, 1996.

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Jevaraj (Daniel and Ruth Ingram) – commended by Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall to serve in Taiping Gospel Hall on March 21, 2004.
Chan Mei Lai – commended by BRGH to serve with Grace International Ministries in Indonesia on 22nd May, 2005.
Annie Khoo Seok Chin – commended by Island Glades Gospel Centre to serve with GOWW in Cambodia in January 2006.
Brethren recommended by Penang Assemblies to serve “part-time”

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Lee (Lee See Yiam and Jenny Ung Poh Cheng) from Burmah Road Gospel Hall serving with GOWW in Cambodia in 2007.
Ung Teik Kee from Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre serving with GOWW in Cambodia in 2007.
Commended worker called to serve from Mission Night
Andrew Cowell, the then Taiping GLO School Administrator transported Mr. Chuck Harrison from Grace Indonesia to report on the work in Indonesia at one of our early Mission Nights. Andrew was called of the Lord then and later was commended by his assembly in Australia to serve with Grace Indonesia after his term at GLO. He, and his wife, Donna and their three children are now heading the work of Grace International Ministries in Indonesia.

Commended worker serving in Penang
N Sinnappan, commended by Kampar Gospel Hall in 1975 is now serving the Lord in Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall.

We praise the Lord that since 1996 the Lord has “wakened” up the assemblies in Penang to raise up workers from among them to be involved in assembly missions locally and abroad. The Mission Night and The ECHOS have brought to the awareness of these Penang assemblies (and those in Perak and elsewhere) many of the Lord’s workers from the assemblies working in these mission fields of whom few knew about before 1997. Since then, many assembly missionaries and the mission fields they serve the Lord in have been introduced to our prayer-partners and many mission trips made to the regions of service as well as numerous fellowship gifts channelled to the workers and work.

We would also like to point out at this juncture that before 1997 and since then, the Lord has also called many of His children in Penang to serve in other mission groups in the various mission fields all over the world. We have in mind Yeoh Lay Bee and Wong Lai Har from Island Glades Gospel Centre who are now serving the Lord in Thailand and China respectively. Lee Kok Joo and John Tan (both from Burmah Road Gospel Hall before) are now serving the Lord in The Life Chapel in Petaling Jaya  and in the Far East Broadcasting Company in the Philippines respectively. Kok Joo also served in Pakistan before this. Chin Thiew Lung whose home is in Penang is now in Afghanistan serving Him there. [By the way, Loh Ah Asiau was also associated with Burmah Road Gospel Hall when he was in Penang studying in the Technical Institute here.) David Jevaraj formerly from Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall was with The New Tribes at one time. There may be others from the Penang assemblies we may have inadvertently left out, and for this we begged their forgiveness.

What is the Programme that we have planned for our

10th Anniversary Mission Night Thanksgiving Service and Mission Seminar?

On Saturday, Loh Ah Asiau will conduct a Mission Seminar on the theme Malaysian Assembly Missions (in the Context of 150 years of Blessings) from 3:00 to 6:00p.m. This will be followed by a Fellowship Dinner after which, from 7:00-9:00p.m. five Mission groups from Malaysia will report on their respective ministries, viz. Malaysian Missionary Services Trust (MMST), Gospel Outreach WorldWide (GOWW), Taiping Gospel Literature Outreach Bible School (GLO), Orang Asli Ministry (OA Ministry) and Malaysian Myanmar Ministry (MMM)

On Sunday, the Mission Night Thanksgiving Service will be held from 5:00-6:00p.m. After that, Loh Ah Asiau will close the service with a Mission Message to all participants speaking on Mission Partnership in the context of Autonomy. The whole Thanksgiving Service will then conclude with a Thanksgiving Dinner for all.

For the packed two-day programme, participants have to register through our Mission representatives in their respective assemblies. The closing date is October 1, 2007. The non-refundable registration fee is RM10.00 per person and covers all meals and Seminar printed materials for the two days inclusive of the Anniversary The ECHOS bumper issue and a take-home Anniversary souvenir. Two representatives from each Mission Group for the Mission reports on Saturday are invited as our guests. Every one from the participating assemblies is welcomed. Prayer-partners from assemblies outside Penang and Perak are also welcomed and can register direct by writing to the Mission Committee. 

For those who require accommodation on Saturday night, we can arrange for you to stay at Vistana Hotel in Bukit Jambul if you contact us.
Do come and join us for this Thanksgiving Service. We look forward to your valued presence and full participation. We also value your prayers for all of us.
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